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Delaware State Arts Council Meeting Minutes 
December 17, 2014 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Smyrna Opera House, Smyrna, DE 
 

 
Attending: Council: Lise Monty (Chair), Tina Betz, Lou Braithwaite, Joann Browning, Lori Crawford, 

Robert Fitzgerald, Richard Givens, Margaret Johnson, Ralph Kuebler, Heather Morrissey, 
Cheryle Pringle, John Sarro, Cathy Walls, Mack Wathen 

  
Staff: Paul Weagraff, Terry Plummer, Sheila Ross, Kristin Pleasanton, Dana Wise, Gwen 
Henderson, Roxanne Stanulis, Katie West 
 

Absent: Jon Newsom, Carol Rothschild 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:11 a.m. 
 
Updated minutes were approved from the September 17, 2014 Council meeting. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
The Governor’s Awards for the Arts was a great success.  Thanks to Sheila and the DDOA staff for their 
hard work and success.  We had media coverage, beautiful programs and the final attendance figure was 
over 800 people.  I received a lot of comments from people about how well it went.     
 
Director’s Report 
 
Update on Council Nominations 
 
Five members will reach the end of their 2

nd
 term in 2015: Lou Braithwaite, Joann Browning, Maggie 

Johnson, Rick Givens, and Mack Wathen. 
 
The Governor’s Boards and Commissions office has been asked to send a current list of potential 
candidates, which needs refreshing. The most recent Art E-News included a solicitation for nominees. 
 
Governor’s Awards for the Arts – 2014 
 
Six individuals and two organizations were recognized for their significant contributions and profound 
impact on the artistic and cultural life of Delaware at the 2014 Governor's Awards for the Arts on Monday, 
October 6, 2014 at The Grand Opera House in Wilmington. The event, which drew close to 800 audience 
members, was co-chaired by First Lady Carla Markell and Delaware State Arts Council Chair Lise Monty, 
with remarks from Governor Jack A. Markell, First Lady Carla Markell, Council Chair Lise Monty and 
Delaware Division of the Arts Director Paul Weagraff. Council member Tina Betz served as Mistress of 
Ceremonies. 
 

Individual Winners 
David Amado, leader 
Sharon Baker, independent filmmaker 
Xiang Gao, innovator 
Eunice LaFate, advocate 
Evelyn Swensson, lifetime achievement 
Billie Travalini, educator

 
Organization Winners 
Joshua M. Freeman Foundation, presenting 
VSA Delaware, inclusion 
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Biennial Writers Retreat 
 
October 16-19 at the Virden Retreat Center in Lewes 
 
The retreat provides opportunities for writing, one-on-one feedback, readings, networking. Twenty writers, 
one fellow (new this year), and two facilitators attended. Writers and the fellow were selected based on 
work samples. Joann Balingit and Alice Elliot Dark facilitated.  
 
eGrants 
 
As of December 8, 2015, FY2016 eGrant applications are now available online (artsdel.egrant.net) for: 

 General Operating Support (Full application and Interim Report) 

 Arts Stabilization 

 Education Resource 

 StartUp 

 Project Support 
 
Notice was sent by email to all email contacts of FY2014 and F2015 applicants, Arts E-News, and a news 
release. 
 
National Arts Program Exhibition 
 
February 23 – March 14, 2015 at the Delaware State University Art Center Gallery 
 
Sponsored by The National Arts Program

®
 in support and cooperation with the State of Delaware and the 

Delaware Division of the Arts, the exhibit is judged by professional artists and visual art professionals in 
Amateur, Intermediate, Professional, and Youth classifications, and it is free to all.  The Delaware State 
Employee Art Exhibition is designed to give artists at all skill levels a unique opportunity to exhibit their 
creative work and to compete for cash prizes. 
 

 Public Exhibition: February 23 - March 14, 2015 
On view in the Art Center/Gallery – Delaware State University 
1200 N. DuPont Highway, Dover, DE 19901  
302.857.6697 (Gallery) ∙ 302.514.7422 (Google Voice)  
Hours:  Mon-Fri, 9:00a – 3:30p, Sat, (2/28/15 and 3/7/15) 12:00 – 4:00p 

 Reception and Awards Ceremony:  March 14, 2015, 1:00 – 3:00p 
(All dates are subject to change) 

 
Poetry Out Loud – February 24, 2015, Smyrna Opera House 
 
Twenty-five schools are registered to participate this year, involving an estimated 1,350 high school 
students. Sheila Dean Ross is once again coordinating the program. 2015 marks the 10

th
 anniversary of 

the program, sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation. The Division 
receives, as part of its federal grant, funds to implement this program at the state level. 
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For your calendar 
 
January 14, 2015; 9:30a to 3:00p DSAC/DDOA Strategic Planning Retreat 
February 24, 2015; 7p Poetry Out Loud – Smyrna Opera House 
March 14, 2015; 1:00 to 3:00p NAP (State Employee) Art Exhibit Reception 
March 18, 2015; 11a to 2p DSAC Meeting, Sussex County, TBD 
May 5-7, 2015 Grant review panel – Dover Public Library 
June 17, 2015, 10a to 2p DSAC Meeting, New Castle County, Buena Vista  
October 26, 2015 Arts Summit 2015 – Dover Downs Hotel & Casino 
 
Strategic Planning Progress as of December 12, 2014 
 
Public Input 

 
The public input process includes: 
 
Two surveys: 
Individuals were invited to complete one of two surveys, one representing individual artists, and one 
representing organizations. The surveys were open from October 20, 2014 through November 10, 2014. 
 
Three community meetings: 
Meetings were held across the state this fall, during which all Delaware constituents had an opportunity to 
provide input. Meetings were held on: 
 

Monday, October 27, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m., Milton  
at the Milton Theatre (hosted by Premier Center for the Arts) 
 
Tuesday, October 28, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m., Dover  
at Delaware State University (hosted by VSA Delaware) 
 
Tuesday, October 28, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m., Wilmington  
at OperaDelaware Studios (hosted by Delaware Arts Alliance) 

 
Six focus groups: 
To gather feedback from key stakeholders , comprised of individual artists, arts organizations – large, arts 
organizations – small/medium, K-12 education, lifelong learning, and community-based organizations. 
 
Thirty in-depth one-on-one telephone interviews: 
With individuals including national and state leaders whose work exemplifies areas of interest to the 
Division of the Arts, reveals important trends that can shape the Division’s future work, or offers visionary 
ideas that provide inspiration for the plan. 
 
Next steps: 
 

 January 2015: Council/Staff retreat to review input and develop framework for plan 

 February 2015: draft of the new Design Delaware 2.0 Strategic Plan for FY2016-FY2020 will be 
released for public comment 

 March 2015, final plan will be formally approved by the Delaware State Arts Council and 
published. 
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Announcement 
 
Paul has been asked by the Secretary of State to serve as the Director of Administration for the 
Department of State while retaining the title of Director of the Division of the Arts. 
 

Katie West & Roxanne Stanulis 

Communications & Marketing Report PowerPoint presentation. 

http://www.artsdel.org/DSAC/Communications_and_Marketing_Report.pdf 

Roxanne Stanulis 

Overview of Fellowship process – August 1
st
 is the deadline for online applications, all artists of all 

disciplines from Delaware are welcome to apply.  Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation (MAAF) supplies the 

Division with people to select for jurors and they are paid a fee.  The Division sends off the work samples 

and applications to jurors throughout the country, after selecting one juror per discipline.  The jurors score 

all the applications from 1 to 5, 5 being the best score to get.  They also write comments and critiques 

they share with Division staff and a special page to share with the applicants if they want to see the 

comments.  The Division gets results back from all categories and try to award fellowships for the top 

score in each category. This year there were 91 applicants for the 2015 Individual Artist Fellowship.  

Applications were due August 1
st
 and were submitted through eGrants.  There were seven winners for the 

emerging artist category, eight for the established artists and one for the masters fellowship, all covering 

10 artistic disciplines.  Roxanne presented an Individual Artist Fellowship PowerPoint presentation. 

Old Business – none 

New Business – none 

Public Comment - None 

Motion and second to adjourn meeting at 12 p.m.  All in Favor. 

http://www.artsdel.org/DSAC/Communications_and_Marketing_Report.pdf

